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Is it possible to live, and yet not desire
to live ? Surely the very essence of our
individuality is that it may feel life pulsat-
ing through it ? How can life grow
from small to. great, unless it strives
to grow? Difficult though this seems
to the understanding, yet we have
all experienced the distinction, at the
times of the high-water mark of our past
being.

Our normal life is constantly based on
the idea of a self, a self-conscious group of
memories, with a precise periphery of its
own, which differentiates it from all other
peripheries. I may dearly love my friend^
but my friend and I are two distinct
selves. With that recognition, that my
self is distinct from every other self, I
usually experience life.  "Under normal
conditions, I feel that it is I who am
miserable or happy, I who long and aspire,
I who fail or succeed. It is in a manner
the crowning of that self of mine when I
touch my high-water mark, and love
greatly or give myself fully in sacrifice^
Such is my normal life.